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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

r— I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
I I Authority (Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | fiirnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequendy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ the statement that the subsequendy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the 

| | m e statement mat the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished. 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. Q Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 

4. mnprt.^ r .„ /ytoVI-\imfC ATTY tfL. . ,\ 

|x| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. I r 0 r i t I J \ 

[— | the text has been established by this Authority to rea(OWowsj CUffiX/ <*fy 70°* ( j(\&\(t\' X> A <P J 

1 mo ' ca "- up 7TW. 

5. With regard to the abstract, BY (-/ ! 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. /y 

Qthe text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in 
Box m. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international 
search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 10 

as suggested by the applicant. |~-J None of the figures, 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure, 
because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



NEW ABSTRACT 

A ferrule (1000) has a body (1002), peripherally dimensioned for receipt 
within a commercially available fiber optic connector, the body (1002) has a 
forward portion (1014) comprising a front side and a rear side, the front side 
defining a face (1010) of the ferrule, the rear side defining an inner surface (1012). 
The forward portion has a large format array of fiber holes (1016), each of the 
fiber holes (1016) in the array extending between the front side and the rear side 
and being sized to accept an optical fiber inserted therein, and the forward portion 
(1014) having a thickness, T, less than 3000 microns but at least a minimum 
thickness sufficient to support optical fibers inserted into the fiber holes (1016). 
An optical connector, having a ferrule (1000) and a fiber optic cable assembly are 
also described. 
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US 6,158,900 A (OMIYA ET AL.) 12 December 2000 
(12.12.2000), Figure 2. 

US 5,815,621 A (SAKAI ET AL.) 29 September 1998 (29.09.1998), 
Figure 1. 


1-112 
1-112 


| | Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | | See patent family annex. 


* Special categories of cited documents: "T" later document published after the international filing date or priority 

date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the 
A document defining the general state of the art which is not considered principle or theory underlying the invention 
to be of particular relevance 

"E" earlier document published on or after the international filing date " X " document of particular relevance; die claimed invention cannot be 
cuuci uuuuucw yuuuaucu ou oi <uici mc imciuauoun uuiig u <uc considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 

■L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is when me document is taken alone 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 

special reason (as specified) Y document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
'0* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
means being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
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